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BATMAN CREATED BY BOB KANE WITH BILL FINGER 


“I FOUND OUT...IT’S BEEN OUR WAOLE 
LIVES. THAT’S HOW LONG IT’S BEEN, HOW 
LONG WE’VE BOTH BEEN FIGHTING. 
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“NEITHER OF US ABLE TO REMEMBER A DAY 
WE WEREN’T BATTLING OVER SOMETHING. 


“DIDN’T MATTER THAT WE 
EXISTED IN COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT WORLDS, 


“LIVING COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT LIFESTYLES. 


“OUR PRIORITIES WERE THE 
SAME. TO FIGHT AND PROTECT 
THOSE WE CARED ABOUT. 


‘WE COULONW’T SAVE THEM! 
BECAUSE WE WEREN'T THERE 
WHEN THEY NEEDED US MOST... 


“OR S50 WE THOUGHT. BECAUSE THE 
ONE PERSON WE LOVED MOST, THE 
ONE WHO SHAPED US THE MOST... 


‘WE ABANCONED 
THEM THAT NIGHT! 


“THE NIGHT OF 
JUNE Z6TH.” 


Zz WE TENGE INTO 
eG! Y “GOD KNOWS I TRIED. 
be MONSTERS, 


“BUT IN THAT DARKNESS, A VOICE TOLD 

ME THE POWER NEEDED TO UNLOCK IT HAD 
BEEN GIVEN TO ANOTHER. A MONSTER THAT 
LOOKED LIKE ME. COVERED IN A BLACK 
SYMBIOTE 50 POWERFUL, IT CLOAKED HIS 
ENTIRE BEING..,EVEN HIS BATTLE CAPE. 


“THE ONE 
THEY CALLED 


THE BLACK 
BEAST.” 


“A PORTAL, IF IT 
COULD BE UNLOCKED, 
MIGHT ALLOW ME TO 
RETRIEVE MY WIFE’S 


“I DEALT WITH SOUL. 50 I TRIED. 


DEPRESSION FOR 
A LONG TIME. THEN 
ANGER, THEN.., 


‘,,,.I DECIDED TO DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT IT. 
IT’S WHY I WENT INTO 
THE VOID--THE BLACK 
ABYSS WHERE HEAVEN 
AND HELL WIERSECT. 
WHERE THE DEAD 
ZONES WERE CREATED. 
THE PLACE WHERE 
EVERY SOUL, FORA 
HEARTBEAT, PASSED 
THROUGH, 


“TO GET TO HIM, I WAS 
TOLD, I’D HAVE TO GET PAST 
THOSE THAT CONSTANTLY 
SURROUNDED HIM. THEY 
WANTED NO ONE NEAR HIM 
BUT THEMSELVES. 


“BUT THAT SAME VOICE, THE 
ONE FROM THE VOID, SAID HE 
COULD SEND ME DIRECTLY TO 
THE BLACK BEAST, BUT ONLY 
FOR A NIGHT...AND ONLY 
BECAUSE I HAD NO SOUL. 


“IF IT COULD GET THE 
BEAST TO UNLOCK THE 
PORTAL, IT WOULD ALSO 
UNLOCK WANDA’S SOUL. 


“I SHOULD 
HAVE KNOWN 
BETTER.” 
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“BUT I WAS TOO BLIND 
TO ACCEPT A TRUTH I 
DION’T WANT TO SEE. 


“THEN I SPENT TIME 
WITH THE BEAST, INSIDE 
HIS CAVE. WHERE HE 
REVEALED HIMSELF. 


“AND I CURSE MYSELF 
FOR WHAT WEAKLY 
HAPPENED THAT DAY.” 


HEY, 
y WE HAVE 
4 A_MISSION 
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SCORCHED 
CAN ENE LE 


s| “I WOKE UP THAT 
“| DAY WITH A KNOT | 
IN MY STOMACH. 


‘me Y 
OF |: 
WHAT I’? LOST. pas 


“WANTING TO FEEL 
HER SOMEHOW. BUT 
I DION’T. NOT IN THE 
ALLEYS. OR IN THE 
GREEN. 


“BY THE TIME I DECIDED, 
DESPERATELY, TO VENTURE 
WTO THE VOID, MOST OF 

THE DAY HAD SLIPPED AWAY.” 
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TROUBLE 
SLEEPING 


AGAIN, IDO. 
SIR? $ 


ih : sadly. 


YOU KNOW 
WHAT TODAY 
WAS? 


AND 
HAD A DISDAIN FOR 
THIS ANNIVERSARY. — THOLeH Ts 
CAN'T IMAGINE WHAT PN THE SAME ANSWER 
YOU'RE GOING YOU GIVE EVERY 
THROUGH. 5S TIME I ASK ABOUT 
ae EVENTS IN YOUR 
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TONIGHT. 


TODAY IS. 


IT’S 


fis 
a 
Oo 

Ww 
2y 
roe 
ui 
> 
WwW 


MAO 
y/ res Wh 


otk 


A 


1 ff 
iit) 
20 
Z| 
# 
NV, 
i 
rsh 
Z 


Fy 


—4 


WE ACW KNOW WHAT WAS 
. YOU'VE ALWAYS 
M4 WONDERED HIDDEN IN ONE OF THEM, 
WHAT HAPPENED | DID YOU? NEITHER DID YOUR 
TO YOUR MOM'S MOM. YOUR DAD DID. HE 
PEARLS, HAVEN'T gy THOUGHT HE WAS BEING SO 
I'M YOu? CLEVER. SHE SHOULDN'T 
GLAD_YOU HAVE WORN THEM 


RECOGNIZE THAT NIGHT. 
[T. 


WE NEEDED 
THEM BACK. 


HERE! 
TAKE THEM 
BACK! SEE IF 
THEY'LL EASE 
\ YOUR PAIN. 


BUT YOU'RE 
NOT THE ONLY 
MONSTER_WE 
CREATED_THAT 

NIGHT. 


PHS INTO ITS 
=R ESCAPES... | 
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“HAPPRY_ANNIVERSARY 
TO BOTH OF YOU.” 


One OF THEIR MONSTERS 
HAS ARRIVED. 
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INVULNERABLE--LIKE 
UPERMAN. 


BATMAN 
DOES ALL 
HE CAN TO 
SURVIVE. 


AT MIGH 


if 
ENOUGH. | 
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He IS. BUT NOW HIS 
OPPONENT |S TOO. 


WHICH 
ALLOWS 
BATMAN A 
CHANCE TO 
FINALLY... 
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AND THOUGH HIS BODY SCREAMS, 
BATMAN DELIVERS THE SAM 
SAVAGENESS HE’S JUST ENDURED. 


As THE MINUTES PASS, 
THIS HEAVYWEIGHT BATTLE 
SEESAWS BACK AND 
FORTH, NEITHER ABLE TO 
GAIN AN ADVANTAGE-- 
JUST AS IT SHOULD BE. 


BUT TIME IS NOT A LUXURY 
ANY OF THEM HAVE. 


for CENTURIES, GOTHAM HAS 
SERVED THE CLOAKED AGENDAS 
OF THE COURT OF OWLS. WITH 
AN INSATIABLE NEED FOR POWER, 
THESE SHADOW PLAYERS WILL 
DO ANYTHING TO QUENCH 

THAT THIRST. 
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BUT SOME COURT MEMBERS 
BELIEVE BATMAN COULD 
INSTEAD BE THEIR SALVATION. 
THEIR LEADER. 


N/ YOU COME 
TO MY SIDE 
\ INSTEAD. 


NOT TONIGHT. 
NOT ON THE SAME 
DATE YOU KILLED 
HER. 
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THAT WAS HER 
NAME! THEY SAY 
YOU'RE HOLDING HER 
SOUL--I WANT IT 


BACK! 


WE'RE 
; BEING 
WATCHED. 
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WHY — 
HAVEN'T I SEEN WV 
YOU_BEFORE--OR 
HEARD ABOUT 
YOU 


OTHERWISE, 
WE NEED TO 
TALK. 
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THERE YOU ALL 
ARE. APOLOGIES 
FOR_MY_ TARDINESS-- 
HAD_TO DEAL WITH 
A FEW...DELICATE 
MATTERS. 


SO, 

LET’S GET 
STRAIGHT DOWN 
TO BUSINESS 
THEN, SHALL 
WE? 


NOW, WHO 
WANTS TO GO 


FIRST? 
WOULD 


YOU LIKE 
A _STATUS 
UPDATE? 


YOU WERE. 
IT’S WHY WE SENT 


I THOUGHT “ 
I'D BEEN GIVEN 
ASSURANCES? 


LET'S CUT TO 
THE CHASE--IS 
BATMAN DEAD? WE 
CAN TALK ABOUT 
OTHER DETAILS 
LATER. 


SONDS TICK AWAY. 


AM I TO 
ASSUME FROM 
YOUR SILENCE 

THAT NO, 

HE ISN'T? 


| WHI 
BE ANOTHER ABJECT 
FAILURE ON OUR PART 
AS WE TRY TO RECLAIM 
GOTHAM IN ITS 
ENTIRETY. 


AS A 
BACKUP, THEY'VE 
RECRUITED A 
HELLSPAWN. 


IF 
YOU WANT TO 
SUCCEED, IT HAS 
TO HAPPEN 
TONIGHT. 


A COLD D 
FILLS Tt 
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WHAT THE OTHER 
oe MAY 


exia tn Every 
eters, A WII consbageoieer's. 
REALITY IF THEY Y¥ OWLS, WHILE EVE 
BEEN DEALING WITH 
MY COURT OF 
PRIESTS. 


MEANING 
THEY'RE CAPABLE 
OF SHIFTING TIME 

FRAMES. 


YOUR ARMY 
INCLUDES A 
BUTLER?/ 


MASTER 
BRUCE, I'VE 
FIXED YOU 
SOMETHING. 


“ALONG, WITH A 


WHOLE FAMILY | 

OF BATS T'VE . vere 
ARLE Wit = WAX) GUESS-- 

BATTLE WITH." = WW 


“AND _THEY 
HAVEN'T 
EOSi WEIS 


“WELL, MY 
ARMY'S SLIGHTLY 
GIFFERENT 
FROM YOURS.” 


BEING 
HUMAN ISN’T 
SUSTAINABLE, NOT 
AGAINST MY ENEMIES. 


FIND A PATHWAY HERE, I 
DON’T CARE HOW GOOD 
YOU ARE--THEY’LL 


THEN 
TURN YOU INTO 
A MONSTER! 
THIS... 
IS WHAT YOUR 
FUTURE WILL 
LOOK LIKE. 


BUT YOU 
KNOW HOW TI’VE 
SURVIVED? BY 
BEING WORSE 
THAN THEM! 


E ARE 


IN 
MY FUTURE HE | YOU 
DOESN'T SURVIVE, | THINK HAVING 
THEY KILLED HIM POWERS |S __ 
FIST BECAUSE ' “ ALL IT TAKES? I’D 
THEY WERENT IA H 7 
SCARED OF 


THEY'RE 
AFRAID OF 


NOT 
LIKE THEY 


IT. I KNOW HOW 
THEY TRAINED YOU, 
TO THINK FROM THE 
NECK DOWN. THAT'S 
HOW YOU SURVIVED. I 
TRIED THAT TOO FOR 

A WHILE. NEARLY 

GOT ME KILLED A 

DOZEN TIMES. 


=F AS BIG 
wW’/ AND POWERFUL 
7 AS MY ENEMIES MAY ‘aa 
BE, EACH HAS THEIR 
WEAKNESS. I FIND. ) 
THAT, EXPLOIT IT, AND | 
SCARE THE CRAP 
OUT OF THEM 
WHILE DOING 
so! 


SPAWN, BRUTALLY, DOING IT HIS. 


WHAT 
TOOK Nou So 
LONG? 


THOUGHT 
NOW'D NEVER LET ME 
GET UERE. GQUESS..NOURE 
LOOKING FOR 
OWLS? SO 
AM I. 


BECAUSE THEN’ RE 
MESSING INITH THE 
NATURAL BALANCE oF 
THINGS, AND You KNOW 
HOW 1 HATE WHEN 
THINGS AREN’T 
NORMAL. 


THEY 
SAID YOU'RE 
WORKING WITH 


WHO'S THE OWLS, 


NOUR FRIEND 
HIDING BEHIND 
NOU, BATS? 


VOESN’T 
MEAN WE CAN’T 
BE FRIENDS 
THOUGH... 
UES ALL RED. 
WON'T BE ABLE To 
SEE NOUR BLOOD 
1 SPLATTER AU 
OVER HIM. 


1 
UEAR NOU AND 
1 uAve A LOT IN 
COMMON, SPAWNIE! | 
AS J SAID, T LIKE | 
WHEN THINGS ARE 
BALANCED. : 
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TUEN 
NOU NEED To 
CLEAN YOUR 

ARS. 


YOUR RATS 
DIDN'T SAN “JOKER” JUST KEEP 
TUN SAID ‘JOE KERR.” THIS BAT-DUDE 
AS IN JOSEPH. AND THE ALIVE 
YOU WEREN'T TRUTH (S J WANT THE 
LISTENING. OWLS DESTROYED Too. 
TUA’RE ENCROACHING ON 
MY TOWN. SO, TONIGHT, 
VW SCRATCH NOUR BACK, 
NOU SCRATCH THEIR 
y AES OUT. 


TVG GOT MN 
OWN PLANS 
FOR HIM 
SOMEDAN. 


BATMAN. VON’T ' 
CAST PEARLS 
BEFORE THOSE 


TUA’VE 
GOT NO (DEA, MY 
PETS, WHAT'S WAITING 
FOR THEM AFTER THE OWLS. 
BUT I PROMISE NOU, NOUR 
MASTER AND J WON'T 
bE CLOWNING 
AROUND. 


“YOUR WIFE, 
WANDA. WHAT WAS 
HER MAIDEN NAME?” 


4 *WHAT2” 


“HER LAST NAME, 
BEFORE YOU 
WERE MARRIED. 
WHAT WAS IT?” 


ey, 


CFINES JUST TEECE) AN 
ME HER NAME!” 
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YOUR HUMAN 


PARTNERS NEARLY \/ WE CAN'T 
RUINED EVERYTHING. | LET THAT 
IF THEY KILL HAPPEN. 
BATMAN, THE WAR IS 
OVER AND WE 
LOSE! 


AGREED. 


DID YOU 
FIND THE DEVICE? 
TIME'S RUNNING OUT. 


HE’S THE ONLY ONE 
WHO _CAN DO 
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YES. 
RIGHT WHERE 
YOU SAID IT 


THEN 
FIND 
BATMAN! 


AND _IF 
THINGS DON’T 
GO_OUR WAY, 

YOU'RE FREE TO 
‘ KILL HIM. 


S OF NO 


WHEN 
HE LEARNS HE 
alee tar) 
MOTHER “HELL 
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SPAWN DISAPPEARS. 
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CHE OUTSKIRTS 
OF GOTHAM. 


=R_ GROWS IN 


PPRESSES 


AIN NOW, NC : : | 
ie aie cth S77 Position. J hh 
TO EMOTION. Es Bee, ENGAGE. Am a 


X 


aQvNayd | 


BUT 
THEY ALL 


INTERESTING Ry 
CHOICE OF \ work THE J 
SAME, / 0% 


DEAD ZONE YOU 
PICKED. 


so. 
YOU'RE GOING 
10 DO EXACTLY 
\. WHAT I TELL 
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THE DAY = 
YOUR MOM DiEp-- ) 
THAT’S WHEN WE J} 

CREATED YOu! 


Cxose woRrDs ECHO | 
AS FLOODLIGHTS TURN ON, 
REVEALING THE COURTYARD 
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STEP INSIDE 
THIS ZONE. Nos 
| hy Hl Ki [: 
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THIS IS MY 
WORLD! 


| Lis WEAPONS | 
| GET DISCARDED. | 


YOU SEE —_ 


THIS = 


BATMAN?! 


YOU SEE MY 


POWERS? 


.-TO SAVE HERS TOO! 
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TOOK TOO 
LONG/ NOW I 
CAN’T_ RETURN 
HOME! 
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YOWVE GOT 
ONE SHOT LEFT. 
IT BETTER BEA 

KILL SHOT. 


your mother 
would be so 
disappointed. 


WHAT'VE 
DONE?! & 


BECAUSE 


rol 
THEY PUSH YOU 
700 FAR... 


I DIDN'T 
NEED YOUR 
DAMN 


THEY'LL = DO oe at HELP. 
ALL THINK S| eee pie Be ride : 

TWICE BEFORE “Se i , a le 

COMING AFTER < Bee 


YOU AGAIN. 


AND YOU 
JUST MIGHT 
SURVIVE A LITTLE 
ONGER, 


| 
SAV PIECE GE 
OF CRIMSON "ong 
FLOWS. Lo 


CAUSING 
SPAWN 
TO ONCE 
AGAIN... 


LAST CHANCE, 
BATMAN! 


You 
HELP OPEN THE 
PORTAL OR I SLIT 
SIMMONS'S THROAT, 
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HE 
JUST KILLED 
A MAN. 


» I RELEASE 
THIS BUTTON AND 
Be THIS ENTIRE ASYLUM 
A SHUTS DOWN. EVERY 
CELL IN HERE omnty 
f WILL OPEN. NEVER TAKE 
OVER GOTHAM, 
\ FLASH WHO STOPS 
YOU. IT’LL BE 
THEM...THE 


VILLAINS. 


ABOUT YOU?  f 
THEY'LL TEAR |= as rN 
YOU APART. GENE yp 4 
sy, y, 
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_ THEY 
MAY HATE ME, BUT Ss I - 
THERE'S ONE THING '\: Pi 7  ~=YOU'LL —s Nadie 
THEY HATE MORE--THAT'S CL/ SPEND THE NEXT 
ANYONE WHO HELPED meee | DECADE FIGHTING 
MAKE ME! YOU JUST ry THEM. THERE’S 
TOLD EVERYONE \ DOZENS OF 
THAT WAS YOU. a | THEM! 


THEY’LL 


OW D DO 
WHAT THEY LIKE 
MOST...THAT'S 
HURTING 
PEOPLE! 


YOU'RE 
BLUFFING. 


ee RELEASE THIS 
WHILE YOU’RE 

AT IT, KILL BUTTON. 

ME, TOO! 


fs 


HERS WAS y 
TAKEN LONG AGO. K 
LIKE _WANDA'S. LIKE da TH > 

SIMMONS'S. _4 7__WHAT YOU WERE 


7 THAT'S WHY ~% 
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ALL OF YOU LOST & 
LONG AGO! am 


EPILOGUE: 


excellent. 


EVERYTHING 
IS WORKING EXACTLY 
AS PLANNED. AND NOW 
THE NEXT MOVE 
IS MINE. 
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